January 15, 2009

To All Members of the Manitoba Fire Fighters Curling Association,

The following amendments to the Manitoba Fire Fighters Curling Association Constitution are proposed by the Executive and are hereby posted as per Article 17 of the MFFCA Constitution.

The rationales are shown for each section on the appropriate page.
The proposed amendments will be voted on at the Annual General Meeting on February 6, 2009.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Poole

President, MANITOBA FIRE FIGHTERS CURLING ASSOCIATION
MFFCA Constitution Proposed Amendments   
Rationale: The following amendments are proposed in an effort to increase our membership and clarify eligibility. 

Article 4, Membership:

Reads:

a) Any member, presently employed or retired from a paid department who is or was actively involved in fire fighting will be eligible.

b) Membership will be open to Volunteer Fire Brigades of Manitoba whose members are or were actively involved in fire fighting and who qualify under the conditions outlined in Article 5.

Amend to read:

b) Membership will be open to Volunteer /Paid Volunteer and Industrial Fire Brigades of Manitoba whose members are or were actively involved in fire fighting and who qualify under the conditions outlined in Article 5.

Add the following:

c) Residency requirements shall be as follows. Eligible former members who move to another province/territory/country shall still be eligible to compete in the Manitoba playdowns as long as they do not register to compete in their new province/territory as well.  Fire fighters (subject to Articles 4 and 5) moving to Manitoba from another jurisdiction shall be eligible to compete in Manitoba as long as they do not register to compete in their old province/territory as well.

Article 5, Rules for Volunteers

Reads:

(b) All volunteers must be registered with the Secretary of the rural municipality or town office.

Amend to read:

(b) All volunteers must be registered with the Secretary of the rural municipality, the town office or their Industrial Fire Marshal.

MFFCA Constitution Proposed Amendments   

Rationale: Due to the rising cost of accommodations, air fare, clothing  and other costs, and considering the decreasing amount of income for the association, the following amendments are proposed.  They allow for years when the M.F.F.C.A. may not be able to afford the full costs:
Article 13, Remuneration:
Reads:

(c) Room and Travel expenses are to be paid directly to the facility providing the service by the M.F.F.C.A. signing authority.  Daily expense allowance is to be limited to a maximum of $40.00 per day per team member and Director. The total daily limit is $200.00 for all Manitoba representatives, combined.
(d) Hotel accommodations are limited to one room per night per team member and Director if approved by the membership at the general meeting prior to the Canadian Championship.

Amend to read:
 (c) M.F.F.C.A. paid travel expenses are limited to 4 team members and the Director if approved by the membership at the general meeting prior to the Canadian Championship and are to be paid directly to the facility providing the service by the M.F.F.C.A. signing authority.

(d) M.F.F.C.A. paid hotel accommodations at the Canadian Championship are limited to one room per night per two team members and one room per night for the Director, (3 rooms total) if approved by the membership at the general meeting prior to the Canadian Championship and are to be paid directly to the facility providing the service by the M.F.F.C.A. signing authority.

Add the following:
(e) Daily per diem is to be limited to a maximum of $40.00 per day per team member and Director. The total daily limit is $200.00 for all Manitoba representatives, combined, if approved by the membership at the general meeting prior to the Canadian Championship.
(f) Clothing allowance to be as follows: 

Manitoba representatives’ on ice wear to include (per curler (max. 4) and director): 1 curling jacket c/w cresting, 1 pair curling pants, 2 on ice shirts.  Off ice banquet wear to be determined each year as per the C.F.F.C.A. requirements for that year (ie. Fire Dept. dress uniforms or on ice jacket with slacks, shirt and tie).  Allowable costs will be as determined by the Executive to stay within budgetary constraints.
Other clothing such as extra on ice shirts, team jackets, etc. is the responsibility of the attending team.
MFFCA Constitution Proposed Amendments   

Rationale: It is the responsibility of the M.F.F.C.A. to declare a Provincial Champion team of 4 players and make sure that said team attends the Canadian Championship.  If a team wants to have a fifth player then he/she should be the responsibility of the team.  The Director or a spare from the spare pool is always available to use at the Canadian Championship.

Article 16, Rules and Regulations

Add the following:

i) Teams having a fifth player will be allowed in the Provincial Playdowns but if that team wins the Championship, all costs associated with having a fifth player attend the Canadian Championship are to be the responsibility of the team.

j) At least 3 of the original 4/5 players of the winning team must be able to attend the Canadian Championship and will be allowed to name an alternate eligible player(s).  If not then the Provincial runners-up will be offered the opportunity to attend in their place.

